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IDEAS SHEET                     ANIMALS 

Animals are very good models. We can learn a great deal about drawing from trying 
to draw a cat as it wanders around the living room or a dog as it walks past the 
window on the street. They rarely sit completely still, even if you ask them nicely. 
Drawing a moving model teaches us hand-eye coordination and helps us to trust our 
hand to draw while our eyes are observing. Learning to draw is also learning to look 
and trying to gather enough information in your head from looking at a moving model 
to make a drawing will hone your skills immensely.

Materials needed: paper and any drawing materials; a pencil or pen will be perfect. 
After finishing your drawings you can add some water based paint if you want to.
Subject: If you have a pet then draw your pet. If not then you can draw other people’s 
pets in the park, out of the window or even a passing fox if you’re lucky. If you have no 
nearby animals then draw from a nature programme but don’t use the pause button!
Method: Look carefully and draw quickly, trying to catch the overall shape of the 
animal’s head and body. Don’t rub out mistakes, draw on top of them, it will add to the 
feeling of movement in a drawing of a mobile model. Once you have drawn in the 
general shape you can add in limbs, ears, eyes and other details. Consider where the 
animals limbs are in relation to each other. Once you’ve done this, draw the same 
animal again in the position it is now in. Keep on doing this repeatedly, spending just a 
few minutes on each drawing until you have a whole sheet of drawings. 

Images: sketchbooks, Daisy Richardson 
2001-2005 and cat photograph, courtsey
of Belinda Guidi

If the animal you’re 
drawing falls asleep then 
you should be able to 
make a more detailed 
study. Even although you 
will probably have more 
time, still try and sketch 
the overall shape out 
quickly at the start before 
considering any details. 
This should help you get 
the proportions drawn in 
correctly. Continue with 
your drawing until the 
animal wakes up or you 
get it finished! 
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get it finished! 

Artist’s tip: if you have 
a sepia water based 
pen, draw with it and 
work into it with 
watercolour after. The 
brown ink blends well 
with watercolour 
without making the 
color muddy.


