
ART IN HOSPITAL

 DRAWING IDEAS SHEET     MINIATURE PORTRAITS

Portrait miniatures were first made in the sixteenth century                      
in European royal courts. They were later popular among 
sailors and soldiers who pre-photography wanted to 
remind loved ones of themselves in their absence. At first 
made on surfaces such as playing card backs, they later
became valuable objects sometimes encased in lockets 
or even gold, pearl or diamond studded frames.

Materials needed: paper or card cut to size (you can 
print and use the oval tempate below) and a sharp 
pencil.
Method: 
Choose a subject; anyone who will model for you, use a 
mirror to draw yourself or you could draw from an image 
of someone in a book or a magazine.

As with any portrait, loosely sketch in the head and the whole of the upper body that you 
will include. This should allow you to get all the parts of the person in the correct 
proportions without becoming too focussed on details. Once you have the approximate 
shape of the figure drawn in, you can sketch in the features. The eyes are roughly half way 
between the top of the head and chin and the nose bisects the head vertically. Look 
carefully, if your picture doesn’t look quite right, it probably isn’t. Never be afraid to 
completely change your drawing. 

Think about: Tone, Line and 
Proportions. Bring in as much 
shading (tone) as is  needed 
to give your portrait a strong 
three dimensional 
appearance. Start with a pale 
area and slowly build up the 
darker tones by drawing lightly 
with your pencil. I have given 
my portrait a dark background
in order to make the skin of the
model appear more
luminous.      
      Artist’s Trick: before finishing up, look at your portrait in the   
      mirror. This is almost like looking through someone else’s  
      eyes and can help you work out how to fix any mistakes.

      Once you are finished you could frame your portrait or   
      give it to someone as a present or even keep it in your   
      wallet.
      
      For more information on portrait miniatures please see the   
      V&A website: www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/h/
      a-history-of-theportrait-miniature
               

Hans Holbein the Younger, Portrait of 
Margaret Roper, 1535 (image in public domain)


